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In the pursuit of creating an inclusive society that nurtures the potential of every child, the EU Erasmus+
project EMBRACE was initiated to promote the inclusion of children with intellectual disabilities in the
early childhood education and care (ECEC) system. The project aimed to develop an e-learning course
that equips ECEC professionals with the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitudes to foster social
inclusion in kindergartens. The course was piloted in five different countries - North Macedonia,
Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, and Poland - each with its unique approach and outcomes. This document
presents a comprehensive summary of the key outcomes, feedback from participants, and
recommendations based on the pilot implementations.

The pilot implementations of the EMBRACE online course in the five participating countries showcased
significant achievements and successes:

¢ In North Macedonia, the pilot event engaged 33 participants, predominantly kindergarten
teachers, who expressed positive feedback on the detailed presentation and interactive
learning.

e In Belgium, the course was presented and tested in several schools and ECEC settings, garnering
appreciation for addressing the knowledge gap on inclusive education.

e Cyprus witnessed high satisfaction with the workshops, and participants provided insights for
further improvements.

e In Greece, over 50 professionals showed interest in the workshop, praising the content and
presentation.

e Poland's pilot classes received positive feedback, with participants appreciating the opportunity
for knowledge acquisition and professional growth.

Participants across the five countries provided valuable feedback on the EMBRACE platform and e-
learning course:

e Participants in Poland expressed overwhelming satisfaction with the well-structured course and
its advanced educational materials.

e Belgian participants appreciated the comprehensive content but suggested improvements in
language and interactivity.

e Cypriot teachers shared their expertise and expressed high satisfaction with the workshops.

e Greek participants found the course informative and comprehensive, suggesting more practical
tools and resources.

The European Commission's support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of
the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any
use which may be made of the information contained therein. PROJECT N°: 2021-1-PLO1-KA220-SCH-000034413

Co-funded by
the European Union




EMBRACE

e North Macedonian participants praised the event for widening perspectives and knowledge
about EU social systems.

Based on the feedback received, several key recommendations emerge to further exploit the potential
of the EMBRACE project:

e Enhance the user-friendliness of the e-learning platform and provide audio descriptions for
increased accessibility.

e Establish a community of practice for ongoing collaboration and exchange of ideas among ECEC
professionals.

e Promote the course certificate to encourage wider engagement.
e Provide more practical examples and resources to support implementation in everyday work.

e Consider the inclusion of additional content on social and developmental aspects of disorders.

The pilot implementations of the EMBRACE online course demonstrated significant achievements in
knowledge dissemination, engagement, and enthusiasm from participants. While challenges related to
technical issues and time constraints were present, they did not overshadow the success of the events.
Testimonials reflected the positive impact of the workshops, and participants expressed their willingness
to disseminate project results and engage further in inclusive education. The insights gained from the
pilot implementations will serve to refine and improve the course content and delivery, fostering a more
inclusive and supportive learning environment for children with intellectual disabilities in the ECEC
system.

In conclusion, the EMBRACE project has laid a strong foundation for promoting inclusive education in
early childhood settings. The positive feedback from participants and the key recommendations provide
valuable insights for further development and outreach. By continuing to build upon this success and
incorporating participant feedback, the EMBRACE project can leave a lasting impact on early childhood
education in the participating countries and beyond. It is through the collective efforts of dedicated
educators, stakeholders, and institutions that we can create an inclusive society where every child can
thrive and reach their full potential.
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