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Fostering inclusion of children with
Intellectual Disabilities in Early

Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 

"The training and
education of ECEC

staff is central to the
quality of ECEC

provision" 

"Many children with
intellectual disabilities

still lack ECEC
practitioners who are
adequately trained

and equipped to
meet their needs"

Policy development to
support individuals with

disabilities



ECEC is a key element in helping
children to have successful lifelong
learning and ensuring the access
of females in the labor market,
achieving gender equality. 

In 2011, the European Commission
underlined that access to
universally available, high-quality,
inclusive ECEC services benefits
everyone. It not only helps children
to unlock their potential but can
also contribute to engaging
parents and other family members
with related measures to improve
employment, job-related training,
parent education, and leisure time.

What
professionals 

can do?

Professionals working with children
with disabilities are essential for
their development. They are skilled
and knowledgeable in delivering
activities, providing socio-
emotional support, and
advocating for their rights.

“At least 95% of
children between

the age of 4 and the
age of starting

compulsory
education should

participate in early
childhood

education.”



Education and
Training 2020

Strategic
Framework 

Following the objective stated in
the Lisbon European Council to
‘set the EU in 2010 to become the
most competitive and dynamic
knowledge-based economy in
the world, the Education and
Training strategy (ET 2010) was
adopted.

This framework outlined four
common EU objectives:  

Make lifelong learning and
mobility a reality 

Improve the quality and efficiency
of education and training 

Promote quality, social cohesion,
and active citizenship 

 To provide
childcare by 2010
to at least 90% of
children between 3
years old and the
mandatory school
age and at least 33%
of children under 3
years of age

Enhance creativity and innovation,
including entrepreneurship at all
levels of education and training



                                       Curriculum

It is an essential tool to improve
children's well-being,
development, and learning. A
broad pedagogical framework
sets out the principles for
sustaining children's
development and learning
through educational and care
practices that meet children's
interests, needs, and
potentialities. 

Key principles presented
in the Quality Framework

for early childhood
education and care

Facilitating the accessibility and
participation of the children

Well-qualified staff and
supportive environment 
Innovative and well-designed
curriculum to support children's
development 

Accessibility

Includes healthy development
and educational success,
helps reducing social
inequalities and narrows the
competence gap between
children with different
socioeconomic backgrounds. 

Quality statements: 

1. Provision that is available
and affordable to all families
and their children. 

2. Provision that encourages
participation, strengthens
social inclusion and embraces
diversity.

Staff 

Is the most significant factor for
children's well-being, learning,
and developmental outcomes.
Therefore, staff working
conditions and professional
development are essential
quality components.

What did we learn?



Among the 30 education systems
providing recommendations on
the involvement of parents on the
governing board of their
children's setting, the most
common areas in which they
have some influence are
teaching and learning and
budget allocation within the
setting.

Monitoring and evaluating produces
information at the relevant local,
regional and/or national level to
support continuing improvements in
the quality of policy and practice

Legislation, regulation and/or funding
supports progress towards a
universal entitlement to high-quality

Monitoring and Evaluation 

It is important because it
provides support to
stakeholders and policy-
makers to enhance quality in
early childhood educational
systems. 

It can provide support in the
process of undertaking
initiatives that respond to the
need of the children, parents
and local community. 

Governance and Funding 

It is crucial to enable early
childhood education and care
provision to play a role in
children's personal
development and learning,
reducing the attainment gap
and fostering social cohesion.

What did we learn?



As part of the EU policy,
inclusive education is "a
process of addressing and
responding to the diversity of
needs of all learners through
increasing participation in
learning, cultures, and
communities and reducing
exclusion within and from
education. It involves changes
and modifications in content,
approaches, structures and
strategies, with a common
vision which covers all children
of the appropriate age range
and a conviction that it is the
responsibility of the state to
educate all children."

Inclusive Education for children with
intellectual disability is a human right 

Inclusive Education
promotes the “recognition
of the need to work towards
‘schools for all’ / institutions
which include everybody,
celebrate differences,
support learning, and
respond to individual needs”

According to UNICEF, Inclusive
education systems have
developed schools based upon
“a child-centered pedagogy“
capable of successfully
educating all children, including
those with severe disadvantages
and disabilities. 

The merit of such schools is not
only that they are capable of
providing quality education to all
children; their establishment is a
crucial step in helping to change
discriminatory attitudes, create
welcoming communities, and
develop an inclusive society. A
change in social perspective is
imperative.

What did we learn?

ECEC professionals and government
need to ensure proper conditions for
nurturing inclusive environments that
will support the development of
children with intellectual disability. 


